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The inadequacy of existing infrastructure poses significant
challenges for Iran's traditional, neighborhoodss The Traditional
Neighborhood Development (IND) aphroach is proposed as a
strategy for the identity-driven Contémpetization of these urban
fabrics in peri-urban-argas. As.the*historical core of Varamin, the
Jameh Mosque neighborhoed requires asfeasibility assessment for
its contemporization, while preserving its traditional identity. This
research aims to assess tt@}easibility of contemporizing the Jameh
Mosque neighborhoad of\Varamin through the TND approach and
to identify the priorities,of this process. The research methodology
is descriptive-analytical. The study population consisted of 30 urban
expertsy, from Varamin including municipality employees,
governorate * offictals, and university professors selected via
snovvball Sampling. The research instrument was a researcher-made
guestionnaire, and data were collected through field and library
studies. Data analysis was performed using descriptive statistics, a
one-sample t-test, and regression analysis in SPSS software. The
results of the one-sample t-test indicated that the social dimension,
relying on the dynamics of human relations, sense of belonging, and
continuity of cultural values, holds a more favorable status than
other dimensions. The economic dimension was the weakest,
hindered by residents’ reliance on activities outside the
neighborhood, while the physical and environmental dimensions
were rated medium, requiring improvements in infrastructure and
land use.The regression analysis also revealed that the
environmental dimension plays the most significant role in the
contemporization process, while the economic dimension reflects
concerns about unbalanced development. These findings confirm
the effectiveness of the Traditional Neighborhood Development
approach, with a priority on addressing environmental issues.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

" The neighborhood, as the smallest spatial
unit of a city, has always played a significant
role in the social, cultural, and spatial
structure of traditional cities. The
development of traditional neighborhoods,
inspired by the principles of New Urbanism,
can contribute to the regeneration of spaces
that are identity-driven, participatory, and
sustainable. This approach emphasizes
human-centered  elements  such  as
walkability, mixed land use, sense of
belonging, and the reproduction of social
capital. Studies have shown that applying
the traditional neighborhood development
(TND) model can enhance environmental
quality and revive social life in historic
neighborhoods. In contrast, purely physical
renovations that overlook traditional identity
and structure often lead to weakened social
cohesion and spatial alienation. The Masjed
Jameh neighborhood in Varamin, as ane of
the oldest areas in the city, exemplifies such
a context. It possesses valuable histarical,
architectural, and social characteristics, et
in recent years it has faced challenges-Stich
as physical deterioration, “declining
community participation, and\structural
degradation. Despite the existence of urban
development plans, thesabsence of a
comprehensive  and identity-focused
perspective has, rendered these efforts
ineffective. In, this _context, the central
question, of ‘this research is whether the
traditional ‘neighborhood development
model ‘can |provide a sustainable and
identity-oriented  approach  for  the
modernization of the Masjed Jameh
neighborhood.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method. The statistical population includes
30 urban experts from Varamin comprising
municipal staff, government officials, and
university professors selected using the
snowball sampling technique. Data

collection was carried out using a
researcher-designed questionnaire, along
with both field and library research methods.
Data analysis involved descriptive statistics,
one-sample t-test, and regression analysis,
conducted using SPSS software.
Additionally, ArcGIS Pro was used to
generate relevant spatial maps.

Results and discussion

The results indicate that “\im the
modernization of traditional neighborhoods
in Iran particularly’sthe \Masjed Jameh
neighborhood of VVaraminithe environmental
dimension plays the mostsignificant role. A
high beta coeffieient Y(0.786) reveals that
urban experts'\ prioritiz€<issues such as
traffic, pollutiengand environmental quality
in upgrading the area. The traditional street
netwerk ng longer meets current mobility
needs, ) whieh” “justifies focusing on
environmental interventions. These findings
align\ with studies conducted in cities like
Riyadh and Shenzhen. In contrast, the social
dimension despite a relatively high mean
was not statistically significant. Experts
seem to perceive the social structure as
relatively stable, requiring no major
interventions.  Likewise, the physical
dimension, with a mean of 3.58, was not
seen as a primary priority, although certain
deficiencies were acknowledged. Another
significant finding is the negative beta
coefficient for the economic dimension (-
0.127), indicating that experts view
unchecked economic development absent
social and environmental considerations as a
threat to the neighborhood’s identity. The
low mean of this dimension further reflects
concerns about unsustainable development.
The model’s explanatory power, with an
adjusted R2 of 66.6%, demonstrates
acceptable validity but also suggests that
other influencing factors should be explored.
Overall, the study concludes that successful
modernization of historical neighborhoods
like Masjed Jameh depends on addressing
environmental challenges first, through
context-sensitive and identity-based
planning.
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Conclusion

This study aimed to assess the feasibility of
modernizing the Masjed Jameh
neighborhood of Varamin using the
Traditional Neighborhood Development
(TND) approach, considering its peri-
metropolitan context. The findings revealed
that environmental issues such as traffic
congestion,  pollution, and outdated
infrastructure pose the main challenges to
modernization and must be addressed before
progress can be made in other dimensions.
Despite these challenges, the neighborhood
possesses significant potential due to its
historic identity, cohesive social structure,
and traditional physical fabric. However, its
central location and associated functional
pressures complicate the transformation
process. The results stress that the TND
approach must be tailored to local conditions
and implemented based on a clear
prioritization of challenges rather than
standard, one-size-fits-all models. The
negative economic dimension further warns
against  development  strategies  that
disregard social and environmental balance,
as such approaches may undermine
neighborhood identity. Therefore, planners
should adopt gradual, integrated strategies

that harmonize various\, aspects \Of

\

development. Ultimately, the modernization
of Masjed Jameh can serve as a localized
model for the regeneration of other historic
neighborhoods in Iran one that values
collaboration among urban managers,
experts, and the local community while
maintaining a balance between
contemporary needs and traditional values.
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