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analyze the effects of marine “and“e@astal, tourism on the social
indicators of surrounding areas in Chabahar.

Methodology: This research is, applied_in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical with’ ja quantitative approach in terms of
method. Data werencolléeted through documentary and field
methods, anththe statisti€al population consisted of the residents of
Chabahar County (236,200 people), with a sample size estimated at
384 using Coehran's formula. One-sample t-test and confirmatory
factor analysis were used to analyze the data via SPSS and AMOS
software:

Findingsi The findings indicate that marine and coastal tourism
around*€habahar has had a positive and significant effect on social
indicators. Based on the one-sample t-test, the mean of all indicators
Was above the average threshold (3) and was assessed at a moderate
te favorable level. The greatest effect was observed in participation
and social capital, and the least in security. Confirmatory factor
analysis showed high factor loadings for social participation and
social solidarity. Tourism has led to increased self-confidence,
technical skills, women's participation, and a relative decrease in
migration; however, its effect on reducing elite migration and
optimism toward innovations was weaker. The model fit indices also
confirmed the suitability of the data.

Conclusion: Marine and coastal tourism is recognized as an
effective strategy for social development, but it requires targeted
planning to strengthen security, organizational cohesion, and elite
attraction.
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Extended Abstract

The marine and coastal tourism industry, with its
rapid expansion, has brought about profound
transformations in the social structure of adjacent
areas; however, these effects have been less
systematically examined along the coasts of
Chababhar.

Despite its high potential in improving quality of
life, enhancing social interactions, empowering
local communities, reducing rural-urban
migration, and promoting welfare and social
participation, marine and coastal tourism in the
Chabahar region has failed to play an effective
role in advancing social indicators such as
reducing social inequalities, increasing social
capital, enhancing the sense of place attachment,
strengthening cultural identity, and fostering the
active participation of women and youth in
tourism activities. This failure is due to
infrastructural deficiencies, lack of participatory
planning, poor education and awareness-raising
among residents, relative deprivation of the
region, and the inequitable distribution of
tourism-generated benefits. Although Chabahar
possesses unique natural, historical, and cultural
attractions, favorable climate, and a free trade
zone—all of which could lay the groundwork for
sustainable  social  development  threugh
tourism—factors such as poor health conditions
in coastal areas, shortage of services and
hospitality units, lack of \ guidance eﬁd
encouragement for public investment, uhplanned
expansion of tourism flows, and negleet.of local
workforce empowermentshave prevented marine
and coastal tourism from effectively serving as a
driver for social’cohesiongs enhancement of
education and vocational/ skills, reduction of
social harms, improvement of housing and living
environment quality, and increased resident
satisfaction s with ‘\livelihood conditions.
Therefore; the\al"m of‘this study is to conduct a
spatial analysis of the effects of marine and
coastal tourism on social sustainability indicators
in the peripheral areas of Chabahar, in order to
identify strengths and weaknesses, provide the
necessary foundation for participatory planning,
empower local communities, enhance social
capital, reduce migration, and increase public
welfare, ultimately leading to  social
sustainability and improved quality of life in
these areas.

Methodology
This research is applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive-analytical in terms of method, with a

quantitative approach. Data were collected
through documentary and field methods
(questionnaire and observation). The statistical
population consisted of all residents of Chabahar
County (236,200 people), and the sample size
was estimated at 384 individuals using Cochran's
formula. Data analysis was performed using one-
sample t-test and confirmatory factor analysis
with SPSS and AMOS software.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that marine and coastal
tourism has had a positive and significant effect
on social components in the peripheral areas of
Chabahar. Based on the one-sample /t<test, the
mean scores of all indicators were “abovesthe
average level (3), indicatingwa, moderate to
favorable impact. The _highest\ effect was
observed in the domain of participation and
social capital (meanup t0:3.80), while the lowest
effect was“telated to) the “security component
(mean approximately\3.50). Confirmatory factor
apalysis also revealed high factor loadings for
social participation (0.82) and social cohesion
(0.8%)N\Tourism/ has led to increased self-
confidence, technical skills, women's
participation, and a relative reduction in
migration. However, its impact on reducing elite
miggation and optimism toward innovations was
weaker. The model fit indices (CFI = 0.92,
RMSEA = 0.071) indicated a good fit for the
data. Overall, marine and coastal tourism is
recognized as an effective strategy for social
development; however, it requires targeted
planning to enhance security, organizational
cohesion, and the attraction of elites.

Conclusion

Marine and coastal tourism in Chabahar has
functioned as more than an economic activity; it
has acted as a social driving force capable of
strengthening social bonds, activating local
human capital, and fostering positive social
mobility in peripheral areas. However, the
uneven impact of this phenomenon on various
social components reveals gaps in the planning
and implementation system, stemming on the
one hand from weaknesses in soft infrastructure
(education, awareness-raising, and participation)
and on the other from inequitable distribution of
benefits and neglect of local capacities. What this
research emphasizes is the need to move beyond
a purely economic perspective on tourism toward
a socio-developmental approach in which local
communities are not merely recipients but active
agents in the development process. To achieve
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this goal, policymakers must focus on
empowering local workforces, establishing
transparent mechanisms for fair benefit
distribution, strengthening the sense of social
security, and linking civil institutions with
managerial structures to provide the groundwork
for transforming tourism into a tool for social
cohesion, cultural identity preservation, and
balanced and sustainable development along the
coasts of Chabahar. As long as tourism remains
disconnected from the social lifeworld of
residents and fails to address their intangible
needs such as place attachment, trust, and hope
for the future it cannot effectively serve as a
strategy for sustainable social development.
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